Definition.?A disease which is capable of being generated at all seasons of the year in certain parts of India, and occasionally over vast tracts of Asia, Europe, and America ; it shows a marked predilection for those living under insalutary conditions, or whose health has been impaired from disease, or depression of the nervine force ; it is very apt to be developed among newcomers to a locality in which the disease prevails. Cholera is generated indiscriminately among persons of both sexes and all ages. It is characterized by nausea, faintness, and a feeling of oppression in the prsecordial region, griping pains in the abdomen, frequent purging, (the stools being alkaline when passed, and in appearance resembling rice-water,) constant vomiting, partial or complete suppression of urine, and profuse perspiration. The skin is inelastic, and that of the hands and feet shrivelled and dusky ; the eyes are sunk, and the features pinched ; cramps are felt in the limbs; there is difficulty of cidental remark of Dr. Duncan, made five years after the occurrence, and had most fortunately been able to refer to Dr. Cruickslianks, the medical returns of the corps never could have led to the knowledge of it. Hence, as already observed, though cholera very rarely appears in the sick returns of former times, it is by no means to be thence inferred that it did not then exist."* We are, I think, therefore justified in arriving at the conclusion that it was nothing new for cholera to spread over India in an epidemic form prior to 1817 and 1819. The nature of the disease was then fully recognised, and the country subjected to our rule, so that British Officers were for the first time in a position to report upon the cholera as it affected the natives of the country.f {To be continued.)
